CHAPTER III
PROPAGANDA
GOEBBELS AND  HITLER
I HAVE SAID ENOUGH to show why British foreign
policy could not succeed in meeting the totalitarian
challenge. It was dilettante and amateurish in comparison
with the new professional standard set up by the Nazis.
But the fundamental reason for its failure was that it had
no clear or positive objective. Its objects were to hold
on to what Britain possessed, to maintain an outworn
status quo, if possible without war. This left the field wide
open for Nazi propaganda. The mass of mankind not only
in Germany, but everywhere, was discontented with the
status quo; it was therefore comparatively easy for Dr.
Goebbels to exploit all the different discontents in order
to disintegrate the capitalist world of sovereign states.
This process had been going on for years before the war
actually began; German minorities in a score of countries
were organised, partly by genuine persuasion and partly
by blackmail, into becoming Fifth Columnists. Dispossessed
minorities were promised help against their oppressors;
capitalists were promised increased security against
Bolshevism; Trotskyites and other Left groups were
promised the abolition of capitalism which Social Demo-
crats had failed to destroy; Arab nationalists were promised
independence and freedom from the exploitation of foreign
imperialism; even the "sub-human" blacks and the dis-
contented masses of India were told that Hitler would
bring them freedom* Most important of all was the general
propaganda against the world dictatorship of international